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Playful Practitioners
Playing along with Children & Young People, in and with Nature
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supposed to be a natural art activity. The gardener had scooped some mud from the O2YYdzy AOI UA
02002Y 2F GKS 0SO]1 O60UKS [/ dzYoNRIY VYIYS F2NJ | & FYO D 2

animals from the sticky mud, leaves and twigs. | made some funny faces to stick to tree
trunks ¢ a couple of children copied me, making their own versions.

Some of the parents were standing together, clearly relishing the company of other
adults whilst their children played. Two more children came over to join us. Their parents _ :
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their hands in the bucket of mud, they asked me to scoop some out for their children. | Points

passed each child a handful, then moved aside, watching from a distance. Their parents ff R
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One child moved to the picnic table and began making swirly patterns in the mud, with a NRrLJ2 ¥ R S RS

stick she had found. That looked fun. | scooped up some more mud and joined her. PLOP!
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laughed out loud. The we each carried on, doing our own thing, side by sgilence, .
Discussion

with the occasional swish and plop of mud being moved. *
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SMACK! SPLATTER! We laugh. A
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Further information

My poster usesa short story and the discussiomoints refer to the Wt f 1& &HEVEYd& Mclnnes 2013 to exploreissues \,i
relevantto the play community,including '&

A Playfulnessn practice what doesthis look like?
A Playfulnessn research playfulmethodologicabpproacheso gatheringand presentingdata

| believe there Is a need for playful, creative approachesthat allow children and young people to have fun and to feel =&
comfortablebeingin nature, rather than alwaysdoingthingsto, in and for nature. Therole of the facilitator is key. effective
communicationg direct and indirect - is vital. Therole of the researcherand the methodsusedfor communicatingresearch
alsomatter. If we sayonething, but do another,what message(sare we communicating?
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Formore about me and my work, pleaseseewww.makingsenseofnatureo.uk or email me: tracy.hayes@cumbriac.uk
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