New Zealand Early Childhood Centre Outdoor Design

for various ages and abllltles
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Creat/ve Spaces that Maximise Learning through Engagement
with the Natural Environment



Presented by Jill Rice

Landscape Architect

jill@getoutside.co.nz
www.getoutside.co.nz

~—
L -, o -~
S - |
U
= no
e e,
\ "‘.
\\ Rt
W
3
[
/
/i

LANDSCAPES FOR LEARNING
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Overview

Why nature-rich play environments?
How can these environments empower and engage

children of all abilities?
Case Study 1

» Joyce Fisher Centre — Deaf Education for ages 0-5
Case Study 2

 BLENNZ - Blind / Low Vision Centre for ages 0-18




“We live in a beautiful world...yeah we do yeah we do”
Coldplay

We don’t have to go far in NZ to find wild places to explore...



The world is a great place for adventures!
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“But it’s a cold and it’s a broken Hallelujah”

Leonard Cohen




More than 55 million people worldwide

have been forcibly displaced
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Key words

1. Connection 2. Empowerment




My home —

Dilworth School
Rural Campus/

Te Haerenga,
Mangatawhiri, North
Island, New Zealand




Te Haerenga '

A journey of challenge and discovery
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100 boys from disadvantaged backgrounds are given a holistic education in the unique
environment of the school, bordered by a river, surrounded by rolling countryside with
the Regional Forest of the Hunua Ranges as a backdrop.
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The school buildings were formerly the venue for a 4 star hotel in the beautiful
countryside of the north Waikato district



The gardens have been adapted to suit the learning environment of the school
with hedges and mass plantings of low maintenance shrubs and groundcovers.
The boys are involved in the stewardship of the grounds




Each week the boys have outdoor adventures, Iearn surV|vaI skills and develop
enwronmental awareness through Iearnmg experlences outside
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13 staff families also live at the school and use the outdoor environment as their




Early Childhood Environments
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Why natural play environments?




All chlldren develop cogprtwely and phy5|cally through JEVAE

a growing body of reseat f
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2. Nature connects us to the world around us
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“Positive outdoor experiences can foster happier, healthier,
smarter, and more well-adjusted children and can create future
stewards of the earth” Sachs and Vincents; InformeDesign
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3. Nature offers challenges that are open-ended,
unpredictable and changing




3. Nature-rich spaces
offer interesting
environments that
require careful
negotiation and foster
cooperation




“l am convinced that
standardised playgrounds
are dangerous, just.in
another way. When the °
distance between all the
rungs in a climbing-net or a
ladder is exactly the same,
the child has no need to - :
concentrate on where he
puts his feet. Not so with all |
the knobbly and
asymmetrical forms with
which one is confronted
throughout life”

Helle Nebelong
scape architect

: Danish land




5. Nature offers risky play opportunities

Risky play promotes

physical activity,

gradual mastery of challenges
by progressive thrill-seeking




Risky play reduces

mental illness and learning
difficulties

Can child injury prevention include healthy
risk promotion? Injury

Prevention 2015;21:344-347;

Brussoni M, Brunelle S, Pike I, et al
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Enwronment@I psychologlsts have Ilnked contact W|th |
w nature to restow attention, recovery from mental fatlgue

# and enhanced mental focus " (Sachs and VlncenIs 2006). -
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Researchers conclude that children with ADD
A ey of e " =
- show greater ability to focus immediately
=<isi after spending time in nature. The greener
. the environment for these and all children the
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6. Nature calms
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_S‘u-ch an environment can be calmmg, attractlve and multi- -purpose and
easy to negotiate
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Nature is a healer
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9. Natural settings are where life-long happy memories are made




“The Ecology of Imagination in Childhood”

10. Nature stimulates the imagination




11. Nature provides endless resources for play
s
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So how can “natural” environments be designed to empower
and engage children of all abilities?
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Case Study 1: Joyce Fisher Centre, Auckland, for Hearing




Learmng objectlves i

. Exiﬂm‘:ﬁtlon

5 fthe natural envu‘onment
éE@osure to sensory exper
iety, |mag|hatl\n$‘%\‘e"
» Relating to others
...listening, sharing, social skills

* Welcoming and friendly environment .:“ 2
...belonging ¥

* Using language - - g
...communicating - - 2
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Staff observed that the children, "5 &

when playing in the natural
environment of Cornwall Park

e communicating socially wi eir
peers
* having “conversations” with those

around them
Kaye Annabelle, Head Teacher
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Concept Design for new play garden, by Get Outside




The site

...working with what is unique and with raw materials
that are readily available, such as
rocks, identified boggy areas, existing trees
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Artistically arranged
and interlinked spaces
invite exploration




Interesting natural materials
placed to inspire conversation
and creative play
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Case Study 2: Outdoor Learning Environment for BLENNZ
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Outdoor Learning Environment - Overall Design by Get Outside
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Overall Design

Early Childhood Cantre including two stages
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Paths with locational ques




Destination spaces to pause and
Interact




Story telling through the landscape

* Land art to referencing local stories e.g. terraced mound
* Places to pause and listen e.g. amphitheatre
* Remembrance garden




* Accessible equipment
* Yellow colour for low vision
children to see
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Colour contrast to negotiate space |

Equipment for balance, vestibular development, fun!
. Variety of real world experiences and challenges
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Early Childhood Area

- a mini-version of the main play
area to scaffold learning
- real world experiences




“Students are using and enjoyin




for visiting groups of Early Childhood and School age children
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Before — original learning centre for children




The Brief — an interactive, engaging area to explore

getting the demonstration of sustainable waste

message across practices including zones - reduce, reuse,
recycle, rot/compost, grow and zero
waste.

links to the water and surrounding
biodiversity

interpretative signage, pathways, plants
and outdoor furniture.

e sustainably sourced materials
demonstrating rubbish as a
resource, not waste




Recycled window frames Door (to nowhere) - ideally blue to match plastic
pallet in paving
Bug Hotel

Bug Hotel , worm
farms and
composting for
environmental
awareness

Floor of leaf mulch

Lift-up bug sign
on post

Gabion baskets 10 be made using found

galvanise or S5 steel mesh and filled

with different material appropriate to

4 location (2.4, organic matter / inorganic

_f matter) from the transfer station. Seat

H : H : R 4 10 be slab of timber 450 wide or made
Waste Minimisation Learning SR i freadatolined

. . . logﬂhe':y screwing down onlo?
Centre Learning Trail N e s ek

For Auckland Council Waste Minimisation Centre, The Concourse, Henderson

Gabion basket

benches and timber i
pellet seats for social iy -
interaction

Waste Minimisation Learning
Centre l_ea nm | ng Tra|| Gabion seat, corner seat and fence panels S(Z:Im':;h;;:

5 bt e Job No 450.14
For Auckland Council Waste Minimisation Centre, The Concourse, Henderson Drawing No D2-03

Detailed Design



Experience Trail Developed Design by Get Outside
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) Bug hone! space with entry of
4 reused doors, walks of reused
P winOomn frames ared avea for

Cart and Tradlet on
fod rubber
g vartace

> Espabered ot
:

Secondary ectry and
eovting ramp

Revised Concept Plan

= : = 2 11 May 2014

Waste Minimisation Centre Learning Trail Salk L1000 A3
Draving No 101

Aucidand Council Waste Mindmication Leanvng Centre, The Concourse, Henderson Roiiin )




Resources were sourced from the
“dump” by this man, Adam!
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Entry Appeal and Cultural Connection

* Entry “arch”made from trampoline frame and tent pole
* Tree sculptures using telegraph poles, CD’s, tennis balls
» Artwork by children from local schools
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Areas for rest and social interaction




Areas for developing for environmental awareness
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Everyone
deserves g
second chance!




“Make Space” rum

 Tools, space and
resources for children to
get creative with...



The project was a creative collaboration between designer, contractor and
Auckland Council project manager, and evolved as materials were “found” and
incorporated into the garden



Completed Experience Trail, 2015

Embraced in this garden is the concept that materials, both organic and inorganic,
are part of the cycle of life - they are formed from the earth's resources, they
perform one task, they change over time, can be reused to perform a different task,
and eventually they break down back into the earth from which they were formed
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The design incorporates a variety of
spaces for different activities
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e Slide and mound for
active play,
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* hugely popular and stimulating for
the children
» excellent for cooperative play
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* central concrete path,
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* log / block edges for
sitting on and as balancing
challenges




Even in small spaces it is important to
offer physical challenge and
opportunities to develop upper body

* Log tower and platform

* Rope bridge
e Pull up rope
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Creatively designed natural play environments empower
and engage children of all abilities
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LANDSCAPES FOR LEARNING

Jjill@getoutside.co.nz
www.getoutside.co.nz



