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Disclaimer  

ÅNo competing interests or sponsorships 

ÅAll images are used with parent permission & 

consent or downloaded from internet & are not 

intended to identify or harm specific people 

ÅThe information provided is filled with general 

statements & may not apply to all children who 

have Developmental Coordination Disorder 

ÅBased on research, my study & ideas 

 



Overview  

ÅIntroduce Developmental Coordination Disorder  

ÅExplain how DCD impacts youngsters in their 

ability to play & engage in leisure activities 

ÅWhy? So ALL parents, doctors, educators, & 

mental health practitioners (MHPs) become 

aware of, recognize, diagnose, & then treat DCD 

in early years, so LOST JOY & other negative 

impacts on play can be reduced 

 



On a beautiful day, most 

children want to play!  

 





 



 



 



Play Offers:  

 

ÅEarly physical control & body awareness = able 

to learn about oneôs body through movementé 

ÅAlso, opportunities to use oneôs body to learné   

ÅUse of tools & objects = feelings of masteryé 

ÅSocial communication, engagement, belonging, 

shared enjoyment, emotional well-beingé 

ÅFeelings of competency & resiliencyé 

 



Benefits of Play Supported by:  

 

ÅCommon sense understandings about children & 

how they develop 

ÅEducation models in early childhood services  

ÅTheories of cognitive development (JP & LV) 

ÅTheory of lifespan development (EE) 

ÅTheory of emotional regulation (CK) 

 



But Some Children Do not Play:  

 

ÅA formal diagnosis recognized by APA in DSM 

ÅAlso fully recognized by the World Health 

Organization in their manual (SDMF)  

ÅResearch confirms prevalence at 5-6% 

ÅAffects people throughout lifespan 

ÅFunctional consequences are broad & serious 

 





Developmental Coordination 

Disorder  

 

ÅAlways evidenced in early childhood  

ÅAdults may notice low tone, poor motor abilities 

ÅMotor problems affect many areas of functioning 

ÅMultiple rule-outs & inclusionary conditions 

ÅOne criteria is that motor difficulties negatively 

affect play & leisure activities 

 




